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“Pierats” said Wendi. “Pierats?” said I. And I’m 

sure that 99% of you reading will be wondering 

“pierats?”

So I put pierats into Google and came 

up with sites about pirates and about rats 

in pies (don’t ask!) So I thought I’d be clever 

and limited the search to UK only, and lo and 

behold, up came a number of sites to do with 

jet skiing. Anyway, enough drivel from me, let 

the champion Pierat, Gary Gregg, take over.

The Pierats Jet Ski Freestyle Team along 

with Six Hills Jet Ski Centre and The Hope 

Foundation held a jet ski freestyle clinic on the 

weekend of the 3rd and 4th June.

This was a totally free event. Free entry 

for the public to spectate, free day launch on 

Saturday and Sunday, free clinic held by the 

pierats, free jet ski shows, free ski maintenance 

advice and free overnight camping. We really 

were looking for jet ski owners who were 

complete novices. These were the sort of 

people that hopefully, would benefit from this 

weekend. All we asked in return, was that 

skiers supported our chosen charity (The Hope 

Foundation). We were looking for a donation of 

I feel very honoured to be asked to write 

the editorial for this eminent production, 

following as I am in the footsteps–or at 

least handwriting–of such people as Jim 

Wilson, Julien Birchell and Wendi Stevens. 

One thing we all have in common, however, 

is our passionate belief in the work and 

aspirations of the Hope Foundation. I first 

became involved with Hope when we 

hosted ‘Sparkle in Hope’ here at Noseley 

last November. I was struck by the hard 

work and dedication of the team who 

organised the event and determined to 

learn more about the charity. Before long 

I was asked to become a Patron of Hope 

and I was very pleased to agree to this. I 

see my role of Patron as having two parts. 

One part will be to raise awareness of the 

Hope Foundation within the counties of 

Leicestershire and Rutland, and the other 

part will be to utilise my connections to 

help the Foundation raise funds. I am also 

looking forward to welcoming Hope back 

to Noseley on the 24th November for a 

concert by candlelight. 

Please continue to support the work 

of the Hope Foundation by attending 

the events which are advertised in the 

sheet accompanying this newsletter, and 

remember to spread the word about the 

Hope Foundation whenever and wherever 

you can.

Lord Arthur Hazlerigg

Patron

Jazzing it up for Hope

Once again Sheila Lenten has swung into 

action for the Hope Foundation. For the 

second year running she has arranged 

a most successful Jazz Night, this year 

held at the Bath Hotel in Shearsby. Over 

200 people filled the hotel to listen, and 

dance, to the sounds of four different jazz 

bands: The Sonny Monk Jazz Band, J for 

Jazz, Loitering with Intent and The Bill 

Coleman & Liz Lenten Allstars–and also 

to Sir Peter Bell, a trustee of the Hope 

Foundation, who spoke about the work of 

the charity. Many of the musicians playing 

at the event were former colleagues of 

Sheila’s late partner Fred Jordan, who 

died from cancer last year, and who 

himself was a celebrated trombonist. One 

of the highlights of the evening was a 

duet featuring Sheila’s daughter Liz and 

granddaughter Maddy and which almost 

brought the house down. The evening 

raised £1,600, an increase on the previous 

year of £500, and Sheila is already 

planning to beat this target with next year’s 

Jazz Night.

Father, Daughter and Hope

Dr Don Jones is a familiar name to readers of 

this newsletter and he recently joined forces 

with his daughter Sarah to give Hope to 

cancer sufferers in Leicestershire. Twelve year 

old Sarah is a pupil at Bushloe High School 

and she suggested that the school should 

raise vital funds for the work in which her 

father is involved as a senior researcher in the 

Department of Cancer Studies and Molecular 

Medicine at the University of Leicester. This 

fitted in with the school’s policy of supporting 

local charities and making links into the 

community through its Citizenship/Community 

Partnership.

Don collected a cheque for £1,500 for the 

Foundation at a specially arranged assembly 

in May following a range of fundraising events 

including a ‘Cheeky Monkey’s Marathon 

Challenge’. He thanked the pupils of years 7 

and 8 and staff, who helped by selling Hope 

Christmas cards, for their tremendous efforts 

and explained a bit more about the vital work 

that cancer researchers like himself do. He 

also expressed his wish that this will lead to 

an ongoing link with the school to increase 

the awareness of cancer in a positive way. 

Towards this end Don has recently liaised with 

the school’s Head of Science, Mr. Simon Lee, 

to arrange a visit by a group of the school’s 

pupils to his University Laboratory. “I very 

much look forward to the visit of the pupils 

so that they can see first hand just what the 

scientists do with the money they raised” he 

said. The visit is arranged for sometime in 

October 2007.

Hope and
Water

at least £30 per rider (100% went to charity), 

for the whole weekend. 

The weekend at Six Hills was a great 

success. The weather was absolutely brilliant 

and we all had a fantastic weekend. We would 

like to thank Fred and Paul at Six Hills for giving 

us the use of the lake for the whole weekend 

for free. Also a big thanks to Paul Mullins, for 

all of his help this weekend, John Dady from 

Blowsion for giving some great prizes and Paul 

Martin, Gary Gregg, James Anker, Luke Stocks 

and Anthony Burgess who make up the pierats 

team. The clinic seemed a great success 

although we did seem to lose all our riders 

at some point. However everybody took part 

in the competition on Sunday and although 

there were a few nerves, everyone enjoyed 

it. Still can’t stop laughing about Saturday 

night though, seeing Showtime in his freestyle 

wig really is something that should never be 

repeated. Over the weekend we managed to 

raise £934.99 for the Hope Foundation, so, to 

all of you that supported us over this fantastic 

weekend, give yourselves a big pat on the 

back. Thanks Gary (www.pierats.co.uk).

Print by:


