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For me it all started with a rather innocent 

looking leaflet dropping from the Leicester 

Mercury in mid-2004. The leaflet was inviting 

people to get on their bikes in May 2005 

and ride around Scotland to raise money for 

the Hope Foundation for Cancer Research. 

What a good idea that is, thought I. At the 

time I was fast approaching 16-stone with 

an ever-increasing waistline that needed serious attention along with 

a desire to get back into the saddle and start riding again. The tour 

of Scotland gave me the perfect stage to begin my quest for thighs 

to make the girls cry and a backside strong enough to crack walnuts 

at twenty paces, so I duly signed up and put myself into a strict ‘eat 

everything in sight’ food programme along with an ‘only train when the 

sun shines’ mentality that got my body fit enough to go to Scotland, 

ride, have fun and raise the very important funds for Hope.

Needless to say Scotland came and went with more than £50,000 

raised. This fabulous experience was arranged and carried out, with 

a military precision to rival any armed force in service today, by the 

now infamous Dave Wyrko whose spec throwing and eyebrows are 

legendary in any conflict I have experienced with him. Back up is 

provided by his faithful lieutenant Bob Poole who remains calm in 

any part of Dave’s mid-ride tantrums and ensures we still get to our 

destination, all be it with a few extra miles in the legs! Further back up 

is led from the front by Matt ‘I don’t ride bikes’ Helm and his crew of 

trusty slaves.

The 2006 ride would have to be something extra special to top the 

experiences of 2005. But 2006 came and off we all pedalled to Paris 

trying to raise more that we did in 2005. This we did, and better still had 

an even bigger hoot in the process… and yes, Dave still threw his specs 

on the table and yes, his famous eyebrows did meet in the middle!

It has been and will for ever be a very great honour to be a part 

of Dave and Bob’s magical mystery tours to raise money for the 

Hope Foundation. But more than that, the meeting and sharing of 

experiences, and silly giggles of antics on and off the bike with the 

very people that keep the fellowships and research running is so very 

important. These are the people, myself included, that needed—and 

will continue—to support the Hope Foundation because they have 

to. Because someone, something, somewhere—past, present or 

otherwise—was simply spurring them on to do something to fight an 

illness we still in retrospect have very little knowledge of. To those 

people, and you know who you are, thank you. You are and always 

will be a source of inspiration to me, and here’s to the 2008 ride that 

promises to be even more fun and with even better results than 2005 

and 2006.

Where there’s Hope there’s life.

Simon Crouch (aka “Crouchy”)

Hope at the Hall… again!
For the second year in a row we were the guests of Lord and Lady 

Hazlerigg at Noseley Hall for a musical evening in the chapel. Over 

one hundred guests, including two who came up from London for 

the event, met in the Hall for wine and canapés and then we made 

our way over to the private chapel where we were entertained by 

the well known Cecilian Singers, conducted by Jeremy Jackman, 

and by a wonderful young saxophonist named Alistair Parnell. 

The chapel was lit by candles and proved an excellent backdrop 

to music from the fifteenth-century right up to twentieth-century 

jazz. The evening was organised by Elizabeth Cox who managed 

magnificently bearing in mind she had just become the proud 

Grandma of twins! Our thanks—and congratulations—go to her 

(and husband John) and the other Hope volunteers who supported 

her, but most of all to Lord and Lady Hazlerigg, and we promise to 

make sure that our guests keep off the grass if we come back to 

Noseley, please?

Northcliffe Retail and 
Leicester Mercury News 
Shops

The Hope Foundation is extremely grateful 

for the tremendous support we receive from 

our colleagues in the Leicester Mercury News 

Shops who have our collecting tins on their 

counters and fill them on a regular basis.

Since the scheme began in December 

2004, the news shops have raised an amazing 

£4,157 with several shops, including Barwell, 

Glenfield, Market Bosworth and Oadby 

Parade, contributing in excess of £200 each. 

Moreover, this figure continues to rise! We 

appreciate the cooperation and enthusiasm 

of the shop teams, not least in protecting 

their boxes from theft in various ingenious 

ways, and for their friendly welcome for 

our volunteers Elizabeth Cox and Margaret 

Christison who enjoy calling round the 

shops to collect the full tins and to replace 

with empty ones and who then return to the 

office to count the cash—naturally mostly 

in denominations of 1p, 2p and 5p—but 

nevertheless all adding up to this substantial 

and much appreciated total.

Certain shops have introduced new ideas 

to raise extra funds—notably Barwell shop 

which has an open bowl on the counter 

(emptied daily into the official box) which for 

some reason encourages an especially high 

level of giving. The news shop on Halford 

Hope on the Greens: an 
update

Maggie Parker is a name familiar to readers of 

the Hope newsletter. She has just finished her 

year as Ladies Captain of the Leicestershire 

Golf Club and has also had a fantastic year 

fundraising for the Hope Foundation. As 

Maggie explained to us, her year has been a 

mixture of sun and rain—her first Captains’ 

Charity day in April was a wash out and the 

second, organised in the summer, was too hot! 

Despite the vagaries of the weather, Maggie 

has raised a magnificent £4,550.60 for us, 

which is a record for The Leicestershire Ladies 

section. The cheque was handed over by 

Maggie to Julien Birchell, one of our Trustees, 

at Maggies’s end of season tea. Thank you 

Maggie. You’ve done a fantastic job for us!

Glen Gorse Golf Club have also been busy 

raising money for us in the last season and 

the picture here shows Elizabeth Cox, one of 

our office staff, collecting a cheque for £3,113 

from Past Captain Roger Smith and Past Lady 

Captain Anne Straker.

Finally, Jenny Smith is pictured with Jill 

Plant, Lady Captain of Luffenham Heath Golf 

Club, receiving a cheque for £1,244.00 after 

Jill’s year of fundraising. Our thanks to all our 

golfers out there who have worked so hard 

for us at having fun!

Street in Leicester also raised extra funds by 

organising an Easter Egg raffle and the Fosse 

Park News shop are arranging a raffle for 

a Christmas hamper, so if you are at Fosse 

Park, please call in and buy a ticket.

Northcliffe Retail, owners of the Mercury 

news shops, also help us in other ways, 

including the sale of Christmas cards and 

recently by providing a generous raffle prize 

for our Late Summer Ball of a hamper of 

luxury chocolates to the value of £100.

We would all like to say a very big 

and heartfelt thank you to our friends 

in Northcliffe. It makes a very important 

difference to the money we are able to 

raise for cancer research in Leicestershire 

and Rutland.


